Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.031; wR factor = 0.065; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.7.
The title salt, (C 6 H 11 N 2 ) 2 [Cd(C 7 H 3 NO 4 ) 2 ], displays a discrete mononuclear structure, in which the central Cd II atom is sixcoordinated in a distorted octahedral coordination geometry by two N and four O atoms from two different pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylate anions in an O 
Related literature
For background to and the biological activity of pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylic acid, see: Hay et al. (2003) . For related complexes, see: Dong et al. (2006) ; Guerriero et al. (1987) ; Kjell et al. (1993) ; Abboud et al. (1998) .
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Comment
The pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylic (dipicolinic) acid is now recognized to be a major component of bacterial spores, which is used in a variety of processes as an enzyme inhibitor, plant preservative and food sanitizer (Hay et al. 2003) . Pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylate has proved to be a versatile ligand with N,O-chelation and adopts diverse coordination modes (Guerriero et al., 1987; Kjell et al., 1993; Abboud et al., 1998; Dong et al.,2006) . Recent efforts of our laboratory to synthesize coordination polymers with pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylic acid and 2-propylimidazole with transition metals resulted in the synthesis of the title complex (I).
In the title compound, the Cd II is octahedrally coordinated by two tridentate dipicolinate ligands via their O and N atoms.
In the crystal structure, adjacent molecules are linked via strong N-H···O hydrogen bonds into chains parallel to the b axis, Å for other H-atoms and refined in a riding model with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H-atoms and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C, N) for other atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level. Symmetry code: (i) -x, y, 0.5 -z.
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